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such atmospheric agencies as have been detailed in the body of the essay 
Fourthly. I he exciting or proximate cause of tile disease generally consists'in 
the production of tubercles. J 

The present volume of the Transactions of the Society closes with a legal in¬ 
vestigation into the powers of medical societies to expel their members, and an 
abstract of the proceedings of the annual session held in February of the present 


XXI\. I)c Thalcmo d engine nervi optic! in Bomine d animalibus vertebratis. 
Dissertatio anatomica, quam, ad summos in Jlrtc medicu honores rite capes- 
sendos, die IT. Aprilis II. L. S. Dcfmdcrc Studebit, Somes Augustus Wii- 
heemus Steix, Chirurgi* ct Medicinal candidates, Chirurgus legionnarius, &c 
Haunix, MDCCCXXXIV. 4to. pp. G6. 

Jin Anatomical Dissertation on the Thalamus and origin of the Optic Nerve in 
Man and the other Vertebral Animals. Defended for the Degree of Doctor in 
Medicine by S. A. W. Steix. Copenhagen, April 2d, 1834. 

The author of the present dissertation has given in detail a vciy accurate de¬ 
scription of the structure, situation, and connexions of the thalami, and that 
portion of the brain from which the optic nerves are presumed to derive their 
origin in man and the different vertebral animals, which description is rendered 
perfectly intelligible by being accompanied with twelve well executed litho- 
graphic plates. 

It is impossible for us, excellent and interesting as the present dissertation is, 
to offer to our readers any thing more than a very brief notice of it. To do the 
author justice, we should be obliged, were we to enter into an examination of 
his anatomical descriptions, to translate the greater part of the work, and would 
then scarcely convey a clear idea of his meaning without the aid of the accom¬ 
panying lithographs. 

The work of Dr. Stein constitutes certainly one of the most beautiful, eru¬ 
dite, and well executed inaugural dissertations, that we have had an opportu¬ 
nity of examining for a long lime,—it confers a very great deal of credit on the 
industry and talents of its author. d p r 


XXV. Idem und Erfahrungcn iiber die nalur and behandlung dcr Asiatischen 
Brechruhr mil besondercr beziehung auf dic'Anuiendung des IVismuths gegen 
dicsclbc. Von Dr. Leopoeh Leo. Warsaw, 1832. 8vo. pp. 95. 

Observations upon the Nature and Treatment of the Asiatic Cholera, with particu¬ 
lar reference to the Administration of Bismuth as a Bcmedu for the Disease 
By L. Leu, M. D. 

This work, which appeared in 1S32, contains the result of the author's 
observations and experience in relation to the epidemic cholera, as it occurred 
at Warsaw. 

The confident manner in wliich Dr. Leo recommends the sub-nitrate of bis- 
muth as an almost infallible remedy for the disease, at once directed the atten¬ 
tion of physicians, particularly in the north of Europe, to that article, as one 
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capable of arresting: the most urgent symptoms by which the epidemic is cha¬ 
racterized, and the reports of some in its favour, if they were to be received 
Without a caunous examination, would almost lead to the supposition that a 
specific for the disease had been discovered. Experience, however, very soon 
demonstrated the fallacy of tl.is opinion, and scarcely any confidence is now 
placed in the remedial powers of bismuth in cholera,-less probably than is 
warranted by the entire mass of facts which have been recorded in relation to 
the effects of the article. « 

D. F. C. 

XXM Ephemeriden der Nutuurkundigc Welenschappen. Eerste Deel. ’Strra- 
venhape, 1834. b 

Bibhotfok fw Lager. Rcdigeret af dens medlem G. Otto, M. D. Kobenhavn 
loo4. 

The Ephemerides nf the Natural Sciences. Published at the Hague 1834 
The Medical Library. Published at Copenhagen, under the Edito’rship of Pro- 
fessor Otto. 1834. 

We have received the numbers or both the above publications up to a very 
late period. 1 heir contents present a striking illustration of the rapid and ex- 
tensive circulation which, in this age of periodicals, is given to medical informa¬ 
tion. Through the medium of a well conducted journal, each member of the 
profession, however remotely located, may now be placed in almost immediate 
possession of all important contributions made to our science by the physicians 
of every part of the civilized world. D. F C 

XXVII./ 0! ,ni n / 0 /// it Proceedings of a Convention of Physicians of Ohio, held in 
the City of Columbus, on the 5th day of January, 1835. Cincinnati, 1835. 
pp. oO. 8vo. 

This convention was held pursuant to a circular letter, addressed to— 

wi;.‘,^“H fiC / 1 ? Cti, r erS ° r Med L cine and Surgery in the State of Ohio, 

f ° rpnC,iCal UtUitythC "hde scientific 

The subjects which were brought before the attention of the convention 
were the following.—the regulation of professional etiquette; the construction 
or Independent Medical Societies; the support of a periodical Journal of Prac 
tical Medicine; the erection and location of public Asylums, for the reception 
of Lunatics and the instruction of the Blind; the promotion of the Temperance 
cause; the regulation of V accination; the convenient supply of the Leech- the 
erection of commercial hospitals in the valleys of the Mississippi, and the lakes 
by the general government; the legalization of the study of anatomy; the im¬ 
provement of the state of medical education. These subjects were discussed 
and variously disposed of, and the convention then adjourned until the first 
Monday of January, 1838. 

We are happy to find that the profession are awakening to their interests; it 
is time for them to take the management of their own concerns into their own 
hands. 



